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Vocabulary Set 5 
 

 
Suborn 
(v) to convince or induce someone to lie or commit a crime 
syn: bribe, coerce 
  
The gang leader suborned people to provide false testimonies in an attempt to avoid going 
to prison. 

  
Prune 
(v) cut away; trim 
syn: cultivate, tend, cut back the growth of 
  
After inviting more people than the church's maximum occupancy, we had to prune the 
guest list. 

 
Bucolic 
(adj) characteristic of the countryside; relating to the pleasant aspects of the country 
syn: rural, rustic, country 
  
I was saddened when my father sold the bucolic farm I was raised on. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quiescent 
(adj) at rest; temporarily inactive 
syn: latent, dormant 
  
After 10 years of being quiescent, the volcano erupted. 
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Poignant 
(adj) emotionally touching; keen or sharp in taste or smell 
syn: touching, moving, sad, pungent 
  
I keep this photo framed in my room as a poignant reminder of the time I had with my 
grandparents. 

 
Veracity 
(n) truthfulness, accuracy 
syn: correctness, truth 
  
The veracity of his newspaper articles earned him significant praise, since they were in stark 
contrast to all of the other exaggerated, falsified stories. 

  
Supersede 
(v) to replace; to cause to be set aside; make obsolete 
syn: supplant, displace 
  
The outdated 2010 model was superseded by the 2019 model. 

 
Facetious 
(adj) humorous, not meant seriously; treating serious issues with inappropriate humor 
syn: flippant, joking (often inappropriate) 
  
She was angry with me after I responded with a facetious remark, jokingly saying "I see no 
difference," when she asked me about her 10-pound weight loss. 

 
Tutelary 
(adj) serving as a guardian or protector or patron 
syn: protective 
  
I keep this charm in my car for the tutelary powers it has to keep me safe while driving. 

 
Garrulous 
(adj) excessively talkative 
syn: wordy, loquacious 
  
My daughter is the most garrulous 4-year-old; she can talk for hours about her toy 
princesses. 
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Ephemeral 
(adj) short-lived, lasting for a very short time 
syn: fleeting, transient, momentary, temporary 
  
Winter in Florida is ephemeral, lasting only a few weeks rather than months like most other 
places. 

 
Proliferate 
(v) to reproduce, increase, or spread rapidly 
syn: multiply, burgeon 
  
After the soldiers returned home from war, there was a spike in the number of births and 
the population proliferated. 

 
Inert 
(adj) inactive; lacking power to move 
syn: inactivity, stasis 
  
Some may say once a caterpillar enters its cocoon it becomes inert, but in fact the creature 
is highly active developing into a butterfly. 

 
Insinuate 
(v) to suggest; hint slyly 
syn: imply, indicate 
  
When you said it was crowded in here, were you insinuating that I should leave? 

 
Stipulate 
(v) demand or specify (a requirement); to arrange specifically; to require as a condition of 
agreement 
syn: specify, demand, require 
  
Before their marriage, she stipulated conditions and rules that they both must follow. 

 
Extant 
(adj) still in existence; not exterminated, destroyed, or lost 
syn: existent, remaining 
  
Some question how the sloth remains extant since it can't escape predators quickly. 
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Morose 
(adj) having a gloomy or sullen manner; not friendly or sociable 
syn: ill-humored, sullen, melancholy 
  
After her breakup, she was morose for weeks until she met her Prince Charming who 
cheered her up. 

 
Aberrant 
(adj) abnormal or deviant; departing from an accepted standard 
syn: deviant, divergent, abnormal, atypical 
  
Due to the aberrant outcome of experiment 12, we concluded there was likely an error in 
how it was conducted and decided not to include its results with the previous 11 
experiments. 

 
 
 
 
 


